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A Nagoya native who arrived
in the Bay Area by way of Australia
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While covering the Frisco Choppers Bike Show featured in
our last issue, we met an Asian man who exhibited a super
flashy FXR. Known affectionately as “Haj” by the local
bikers, Hajime Tai is a Japanese man who has set down
roots in the Bay Area, and in this feature, he traces the path
that brought him there and discusses his life with Harley-
Davidson motorcycles.
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Hi, my name is Haj. | am originally from Nagoya, Japan and currently live in San Francisco.
This is my opportunity to write about motorcycle culture and lifestyle in the Bay Area.
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The Bay Area in Northern California has the best weather year-round for
riding motorcycles, hands down. Along with Highway 1, which runs along
the coast, were surrounded by mountains, making it a true rider's paradise,
especially for overseas visitors. And let’s not forget- it’s also the birthplace of
Frisco style. It’s a special place where many motorcycle clubs coexist; it's a
mecca for motorcycle riders.

In this article, I'd like to talk about current motorcycle culture, specifically
in the Bay Area, including my own experience in getting to this dream place,
my motorcycle history, and more.

1994, Nagoya Japan. I'm 20 years old. Soon after getting my motorcycle
license, I met two tough-looking guys at a motorcycle shop: long hair, leather
jackets, worn leather boots, ape hangers, 2-in-1, cigarette mufflers, and a
stripped black Shovelhead FLH (69 and 79). I got way too excited and
impulsively bought a Sportster on the spot. Three months later, one of them
found a 1976 FLH for sale in Osaka and I jumped on it. I spent my school
days learning about and working on Harleys at the gas station where I worked
part-time, and then I sold my shovel and moved to Australia with the money
I had saved. At the time, Panheads and shovels were quite cheap in Australia,
so I exported many of them to Japan while I was traveling around Down
Under.

In 2002, I married an American girl and moved to Chicago. I immediately
bought a Softail and started customizing it for the Harley 100th anniversary
party. I put on a black springer, stretched tank, and 180 rear tire, then rode it
to Milwaukee with my wife. Jesse James was huge at that time and I spent my
whole 20’s building custom bikes and choppers.

In 2009, I came across a bike that would change my motorcycle life. It was
a real Frisco FXR chopper built by Wayne of the California Choppers. It was
a bike built by 2 member for another member. It had a white base coat with
red frame paint job, 6-inch up, 4-inch out Chopper Guys FXR frame, and a
103ci twin cam with a 6-speed, which was the most advanced drive train at
the time. I still remember flying to Ohio to buy it, and riding it all the way
back to Chicago with a smile on my face. Once I got this bike, I was obsessed
with it and rode it every day, even on snowy days or in minus 15-degree
weather.

Around the same time, Jesse James interviewed members of the Hell's
Angels in Frisco on his TV series. Why Frisco style? I was fascinated by Joey's

comments about riding in a pack at speeds over 120 mph and riding with a
high and tight setup between cars in the city of San Francisco, and I started
focusing on building performance bikes. I wanted to ride as fast and far as
possible.

Soon after that, I bought a Dyna and modified it to a club style for riding. I
installed risers and the bars high up to my shoulders, narrow handlebars, a
2-in-1 exhaust pipe, and a Ness fairing, and rode around the Midwest,
including Canada, Tennessee, Colorado, and Sturgis.

My pursuit of performance bikes continued and then one day, I happened
to come across a Facebook group called FXR’S OF CALIFORNIA. At the
time, there were few members in the group; it was a place where we exchanged
FXR information and an awesome way to work together. I bought a worn-out
police bike, an FXRP that I found in Michigan for $3,000. I still remember
the day- it took forever to ride back to Chicago and I was so excited I took the
entire thing apart right when I got home, working on it until the sun came
up. I installed an S&S 111 engine and a Baker 6-speed then modified and
mounted Dyna police bags, which I don't think many people were doing at
the time. I met many people in this group and learned a lot about FXRs. This
group had a big influence on me; 13 years later, I am still in touch with some
of the great OG FXR builders.

In 2013, I visited San Francisco for the first time for a friend’s wedding. I
rented a Harley and crossed the Golden Gate Bridge alone, got lost and rode
along the coast. It was so exciting. I fell in love at first sight with the Bay Area
and on the flight back to Chicago, I started negotiating with my wife to move
there. A year later, we moved to the Bay Area with my FXRP.

It's been exactly 10 years since I moved to California. I've built several
performance Harleys, started a small shop, and even joined a club for a short
while. I've been completely immersed in motorcycle life, and when I look
around, I find myself surrounded by badass bike builders and hardcore riders.
I also exhibited at the Frisco Choppers show in San Francisco, which was a
huge success. I visited Joints in Nagoya for the first time in April, 2025 and I
realized that the distance between America and Japan when it comes to
motorcycle culture has become much shorter.

I will do my best to continue to be a bridge between the Harley cultures of
America and Japan!
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[ look around and find myself surrounded by hard-core bikers
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1. Haj bought this 1976 Shovelhead after his Sportster, which he purchased on a whim in 1994. 2. Haj is pictured in Australia in 2000 with a Panhead he bought there. 3. This
motorcycle, a Frisco bike built by Wayne of California Choppers, marked a turning point for Haj’s life with Harley-Davidsons. He fondly remembers riding it for 9 hours
back to his home in Chicago after buying it in Ohio. 4. In 2003, Haj rode together with his wife to Milwaukee for the Harley-Davidson 100th-anniversary celebration. 5. A

moment from Haj’s daily life at his shop. Here, he is working on a hardtail Ironhead.
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The American dream of a man who has spent his life wit -Davidsons
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Pacifica, where Haj resides, is a small town to the south of
San Francisco overlooking the Pacific Ocean. His shop is
called Pacifica Cycles, and he built his latest bike, the
Chopper Guys FXR featured here, in the garage adjacent to
his house. In addition to several Harley-Davidsons, the
garage houses a ‘66 Chevelle convertible.
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The shop space at the source of Haj's motorcycle life
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Haj’s FXRP, which he put together
when he was living in Chicago, is a
tough runner with an S&S 111 cu in.
engine, a Baker 6-speed transmission,
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“Golden Mantis” # R =D EENFEREIN B, fairing for the upcoming Sturgis

To handle the powerful S&S 113 cu in. engine, Haj installed an Ultima 6-speed transmission, a BDL primary belt drive, and a lock-up clutch plate. The front and rear Brembo Motorcycle Rally. Haj is also a die-hard
double-disc brakes provide outstanding braking power. The “Pacifica” (the small coastal town where Haj lives) and “Pier Rat” lettering was designed by Haj, who loves fisherman, and his boat is an essential
fishing. The Alloy Art engine mounts, the pivot block, the riser clamp, the petcock, the brake and clutch levers, the inner fork tubes, and the Yu Parts Design dash panel part of his collection.

have a subtle gold finish to go with the paint job by Tyler Pullen. The inspiration for the paint job was the legendary digger “Golden Mantis,” which was built by Shinya
Kimura when he ran Zero Engineering. Haj saw the bike when he was still living in Japan.
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